
Criteria for Rewards 2010-2011
(Based on 2009-2010 Test Results)
Torchbearer School

In order to be in the Torchbearer School category (i.e., a high-poverty, high-performing school), a school must meet all of the following, as applicable:

· Identified as Meeting the Challenge School.
· Identified as Advancing the Challenge School.
· Identified as Exceeding the Challenge School.
· Have at least 80% poverty rate (percent free/reduced meals).

· Have at least 80% of students score Level III or Level IV on the reading section of the Alabama Reading and Mathematics Test.

· Have at least 80% of students score Level III or Level IV on the mathematics section of the Alabama Reading and Mathematics Test.

· Have at least 65% of students score in stanines 5-9 on Stanford 10 reading.

· Have at least 65% of students score in stanines 5-9 on Stanford 10 mathematics.

· Have at least 95% of Grade 12 students pass all required subjects of the Alabama High School Graduation Exam.

· Have a graduation rate above state average.

· Be in existence at the time of the award.
Exceeding the Challenge School
School with at least one (1) subgroup exceeding its counterpart at the state level using RaMP*.

In order to receive both recognition and a monetary reward for a subgroup in the Exceeding the Challenge category, a school must meet all of the following:

· Have a minimum of at least 40 students in the subgroup for reading and at least 40 students in the subgroup for mathematics.

· Subgroup’s RaMP exceeds RaMP of its state counterpart.

· Subgroup must increase RaMP from the previous year or have 100% of students score proficient (Level III or Level IV) in reading and in mathematics.
Advancing the Challenge School
School where the “All Students” group exceeds the “All Students” group at the state level using RaMA**.

In order to receive recognition for Advancing the Challenge category, a school must meet all of the following:

· “All Students” RaMA for the school exceeds the “All Students” RaMA for the state.

· School’s “All Students” group must increase RaMA from the previous year.

· School must make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).

In order to receive a monetary reward for Advancing the Challenge category, a school must meet all of the above plus one of the following:

· Have at least 80% poverty rate (free/reduced meals).
· Have 90% of students score advanced (Level IV) in reading and 90% of students score advanced (Level IV) in mathematics.
Meeting the Challenge School
School that meets AYP for two consecutive years.

In order to receive recognition for Meeting the Challenge category, a school must meet the following:

· Make AYP for at least two consecutive years.

In order to receive a monetary reward for Meeting the Challenge category, a school must meet the above plus the following:

· Have at least 80% poverty rate (percent free/reduced meals).

Schools in Meeting the Challenge monetary category will be rewarded as follows:

· Money for each school.
Additional Rules
1. Poverty rate is rounded to the nearest whole number.

2. Rounding is not used when determining if the criteria is met.

3. Calculations include only students who are full academic year (September 1 to testing window).

4. Partial credit is not given for Level II.
5. Poverty rate is taken from the official fall SDE extract (20 days after Labor Day).
Definitions

*    RaMP – Reading and Mathematics Proficiency

RaMP rates are defined as percentage of scores from all reading and mathematics tests combined that are proficient (i.e., Level III or Level IV).  (Includes scores from ARMT, AHSGE, and AAA for students that are full academic year.)

**  RaMA – Reading and Mathematics Advanced

RaMA rates are defined as percentage of scores from all reading and mathematics tests combined that are advanced (i.e., Level IV).  (Includes scores from ARMT, AHSGE, and AAA for students that are full academic year.)

State Counterpart:
State counterpart for free/reduced meals is paid meals.

State counterpart for special education is general education.
State counterpart for LEP is non-LEP.
            State counterpart for race/ethnicity is highest performing majority race/ethnicity.
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