4th Grade Fence Painting from 

Mark Twain’s  

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
As part of Perdido School’s participation in the “Big Read” (hhtp://www.alabamareads.org), our 4th Grade students read Chapter 2: The Glorious Whitewasher.  In their art class with Ms. McKinney, they illustrated their favorite mental scene from their reading on individual fence posts that were put together in the library hallway for this display.

Samuel Langhorne Clemens (the real man behind the pen name “Mark Twain”) lived during a time of great change in the South.  The advent of steam engines and the riverboats, along with the expanding railroad system later in the 19th century, quickly made this region of the young United States a very important part of national and international events.  Our state of Alabama was definitely a part of these historic happenings as our 4th grade students are realizing by incorporating this activity into their study of Alabama history.  The library media center is helping these students in developing their concept of timelines and in doing biographical research about famous Alabamians, like George Washington Carver, who also lived during this period in our history.   
The main purpose of “The Big Read” is simply to get people involved in reading and making good use of their school and public libraries.  After all, reading is FUN and is absolutely FUNDAMENTAL for all our learning!

