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2008-09 Emphasis on Reading Activities
Grades K-1

Jenny Offill.  17 Things i’m not allowed to do anymore.
· Continue the list . . . .18 Things I’m not Allowed to Do Anymore

· Compare/Contrast main character with other “plucky” characters (ie Junie B., No, David, Eloise)

· Explore the art of collage and make one of your own

McElligott, Matthew.  Bean Thirteen.
http://mattmcelligott.com/beanthirteen/projects.php
· Counting
· Multiplication
· Division
Cocca-Leffler, Maryann.  Jack’s Talent.

http://jackstalent.com/activities.html
· Self esteem
· Good book for the beginning of the school year
Wright, Michael.  Jake Stays Awake.

· Make a list of all of the rhyming words in the story.

· Design and draw a “dream” bedroom that you could happily sleep in all night.

· Have the students put themselves in the parent’s place and have them act out scenarios in the story.  What they do anything differently if they were Jake’s parents?

· Have the students make a mobile of all of the things or rituals that they are accustomed to before going to bed each night.  These can be made using coat hangers and construction paper.

Dewdney, Anna.  Llama Llama Mad at Mama. 

· Feelings, emotions


· Families

· Grocery Shopping – math skills (addition, subtraction with prices, etc.)

· Llama research (or Mammal research)

Bardhan-Quallen, Sudipta.  The Mine-o-Saur.

· Readers’ Theatre 

· Have students act out the dialog. Use this for Character Education, having students write in their journals how Mine-O-Saur should have behaved.

· Make a center with dinosaur puppets

· Tell the story, with student interaction, using a felt board.

Katz, Susan. Oh, Theodore!: Guinea Pig Poems.
Themes and Activity Ideas:

· Pets unit

· Friendship unit 

· Feelings

· Five senses

· Personal responsibility 

· Poetry unit—great examples of free verse

· Points of view—write a poem from Theodore’s point of view

· Pair with nonfiction books on caring for pets

· Literary devices—onomatopoeia, similes, metaphors 

· Making inferences—young narrator’s feelings throughout books

Breen, Steve.  Stick.
· Map Activity – Where Did Stick Go?

· Have students help locate on a map where Stick traveled, using a Smart board if available.

· Have Students make a travel journal of places they would like to go and why.

· Create a comic strip showing where you think Stick may visit in the future.

Weigelt, Udo.  Super Guinea Pig to the Rescue.
To be added.
Johnson, Angela.  Wind Flyers.
· DISCUSS:  Angela Johnson chose to title her picture book Wind Flyers and not “Pilots” or “Tuskegee Airmen” or another such informative title.  With friends or classmates, discuss why you think the author made this choice and how it helps you understand her story. Who are the “wind flyers” of the story? Brainstorm a list of other possible titles for this story and discuss why and how you came up with your ideas.

· PAINT:   Great-great-uncle’s love of flying through the sky is captured in Loren Long’s illustrations. Look up at the sky where you live. What colors, objects, and natural formations do you see? Use watercolors or other paints to create your own picture of the sky. Imagine your painting as the cover illustration for a book. Give your book a title.

· RESEARCH AND SHARE:  Go to the library or online to learn more about the Tuskegee Airmen. (Hint: With help from an adult, visit one of the websites listed below.) Use your research to make an illustrated poster about one or more of the Tuskegee Airmen, the history of the squad, the planes they flew, or other interesting facts you have found. Give a short oral presentation explaining your poster to friends or classmates and including the details of how you did your research.

· INTERVIEW:  Ask an adult family member to share a special dream or goal from his or her childhood. What was that goal? Why do they think they had this dream? Did they achieve this dream or goal completely or partially or do they still hope to achieve this dream?  Write a story about what you learned from your interview. Attach a photograph or drawing of the person you interviewed to your essay.

· MODEL:  Use construction paper, small cardboard tubes, modeling clay, or other craft materials to make a model of the airplane flown by Uncle, or another historic military aircraft. On a large index card, write information about the plane you have made and the craft process used to create your model. If desired, combine your model with those of friends or classmates for a “Historic Flying Machines” display.

· FLY:  With friends or classmates, build a fleet of paper airplanes. Use different types and weights of paper, such as newspaper and construction paper, to fold into planes. Write inspiring messages or fun names on your planes. When finished, fly your planes across a classroom, playground or backyard. Discuss which planes fly fastest, farthest, or straightest, and why.

· CONSIDER:  Angela Johnson says of writing: “It’s the fun drudgery that counts. It may not be mountain climbing, but sitting in front of the computer does it for me. It’s easy for me to be thrilled” (Booklist, February 15, 2004). Discuss what Johnson means by “fun drudgery” and how she is “thrilled.” (Hint: Look up these words in the dictionary.) Do you feel this way about writing? Is something else you do, perhaps playing a sport or an instrument, fun drudgery for you? Do you think writing is easy for Angela Johnson? Why or why not?

· PLAY AND DANCE:  Create a crossword puzzle or word scramble based on the themes of Wind Flyers and make copies to exchange with classmates. Make up a tongue twister or jump rope chant using language from the story to try out on the playground. Invent a dance step or a follow the leader-style game about flying through the sky. Teach your new step or game to your friends.

· RECOMMEND:  Write a letter to a friend, classmate or relative, recommending that they read Wind Flyers. Be sure to include a description of the book and at least one reason why you think your chosen person would especially enjoy reading it.

· DREAM:  Do you have a dream like Great-great-uncle’s? What would you like to be or to do when you grow up?  Write a paragraph describing your dream. Draw an illustration showing you making your dream come true.

http://www.simonsays.com/assets/isbn/068984879X/TGP01_068984879X.pdf
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Grades 2-3

Adler, David A.  Campy: the Story of Ray Campanella.
· Create a timeline of yourself, or your favorite athlete.

· Use Bartlett’s Quotations to research inspirational quotes from famous sports figures.

· Identify the positive character traits displayed by Roy Campanella and how they helped him overcome obstacles.

· Create your own baseball card or postage stamp honoring your favorite athlete.

Florian, Douglas.  Comets, Stars, the Moon and Mars.
· Define and create examples of concrete poetry.

· Write Reader’s Theatre scripts and perform for other classes.

· Identify geometric shapes used in the text.

· Give students pre-cut circles to create their own planets with.  Explore different art techniques collaboratively with the art teacher.

Tinkham, Kelly A.  Hair for Mama 

· List ways that you could support a friend or family member in a similar situation as Marcus’ mother.

· Write cards and letters of encouragement to be delivered to patients in hospitals or nursing homes as part of a lesson on how to write letters.

· Create head coverings for Marcus’ mother.  You may choose to write descriptive paragraphs about the head coverings and their purpose.

· Tie into a unit on hats and their purposes and connect to other books on hats (Aunt Flossie’s Hats, Caps For Sale)

Ripken, Jr., Cal.  The Longest Season.
· Write a journal entry about something you have had to overcome.

· Debate the fairness of Cal Sr.’s firing.

· Use an almanac to examine baseball statistics.

· Create your own baseball card.

· Research your favorite sport or athlete and create a product such as a Power Point or poster.

· Create a Venn diagram to compare and contrast to Campy.

Speck, Katie.  Maybelle in the Soup.

· Research cockroaches.

· Plan new adventures for Maybelle and Henry.

· Invite an exterminator to the class.

· Go on a bug hunt on school grounds.

· Draw a bug’s eye view of your classroom.

· Tie into Doreen Cronin’s Diary of…
O’Brien, Patrick.  Mutiny on the Bounty.
· Use recyclable materials to create a classroom version of the HMS Bounty.

· Map the Bounty’s course to Tahiti.

· Identify the living conditions of sailors in this time period, i.e. food preservation, health problems

· Research the different positions on a ship and what their duties are.

· Discuss the importance of rules in a community.

Holt, Kimberly Willis.  Piper Reed, Navy Brat.
· Use a map to locate the different places the Reed family have lived.  Use Google Earth in addition to maps.

· Research the Blue Angels.

· Study branches of the military and have a representative from each branch visit your classroom.

· Research, discuss, and debate differences in breeds of dogs and how to choose one to fit your family’s needs.

· Keep a list of unusual Scrabble words and see who can earn the highest score.  Use your class’s “word wall” words to do a math lesson with Scrabble letter values.  Get students to guess before which words will have the highest score.

· Create and participate in a postcard project where you attempt to collect as many postcards from around the world a possible.

Rex, Adam.  Pssst!
· Use recyclable materials to create an escape vehicle for the zoo animals.

· Prediction activities based on the story.

· Continue the story using the circus animals.

· Research the animals found in the book.

· List examples of onomatopoeia.

Mackall, Dandi Daily.  Rudy Rides the Rails.
· Research the prices of consumable items during the depression.

· Create a budget for Rudy using the $2.10 that he left home with.

· Connect Stone Soup to the Mulligan Stew the hoboes make together.

· Identify compound words in the text.

· Create your own hobo nicknames and hobo signs.  Display signs and see if classmates can decipher them.

· Map Rudy’s route to CA.

· Research AL industry during the depression.

· Interview someone who lived during the Great Depression.

Rocco, John.  Wolf! Wolf!
· Compare and contrast with the original Aesop “The Boy Who Cried Wolf”.  Use Venn diagrams.
· Predict outcomes by creating an alternate ending to the story.

· Research Asian foods and taste test Asian vegetables.


Grades 4-6

McKissack, Patricia C.  A Song for Harlem.
· History of the Harlem Renaissance

· Creative Writing

· Friendship

· Research family tree and write a report about an ancestor

· Jazz Musicians of the 1920's

· African Americans from the Harlem Renaissance period

· Persue interests because you want to not to please others

· Geographical and cultural differences between Tennessee and New York

Neri, G.  Chess Rumble.

· Play chess! Most students can master the basic moves very quickly. Ask around - many teachers have a chess board or two stored away somewhere. You could even set up a chess tournament.

· This story is written in free verse. Discuss how free verse differs from prose, and have your students write a story in free verse. They could also adapt a familiar story to free verse.

· This is a good story to teach the elements of plot.
· Have a few students act out the story as someone reads it aloud.

· "Think ahead three moves" is central to the story. Talk about what this means and give the students some scenarios in which they must "think ahead three moves." For example, if someone cuts in front of them in the cafeteria line, what are the logical consequences of a particular action?

Kadohata, Cynthia.  Cracker!  The Best Dog in Vietnam.
· Use the website in the back of the book to do some research on dogs in the war and their handlers.

· Author study on Cynthia Kadohata

· Book comparison with another of Cynthia's books:  Kira-Kira

· Use during a study on the theme of friendship

· Use during a study of the Vietnam War

Farris, P.J.  Crossover Dribble.

This book could facilitate teaching the following literary skills:

· The elements of plot- There is a definite conflict, climax, and resolution.  It also lends itself to teaching rising and falling action.

· This book would interest ESL students and could be taught as a multicultural book because one of the protagonist is a Hispanic kid.

·  Character education would be easy to teach with Crossover Dribble because the main character has to put his dream on hold to help his family. You could tie that concept alone to many character education words and concepts. 

· You could also discuss peer relationships with this book.

George, Jessica Day.  Dragon Slippers.
· Writing Prompt: Now that the story is over, what do you think happens next to the main character Creel?

· Writing Prompt: You have magic shoes.  What can they do?

· Math word problems:

· Based on Creels work in the dress shop. 

· Based on the collections of the dragons (He collected three pairs of shoes a month for 2 years.  How many shoes does he have?)

· Research medieval times.

· Research orphans. 

· Research the geography found in the story.  Fact or fiction?

· Research neighboring countries that went to war.

· Research arranged marriages. (Why do they happen?  Are they successful?)

· Research forms of government.  (Begin with monarchy.)

Miller, Sarah.  Miss Spitfire:  Reaching Helen Keller.
· Happy Birthday, Louis!—Have a celebration in honor of the inventor of Braille on January 4. Order Braille bookmarks on www.afb.org. Decorate cookies, cupcakes, or a cake with Braille letters made of M&Ms, gum drops, red-hots, chocolate chips, or other candy. And, of course, play Braille games! www.afb.org/braillebug/Games.asp.

· Follow the Trail of Braille—Write a simple message in Braille, and cut between the words. Mount each word on a sheet of colored paper and post them randomly throughout the room, or around the school (e.g., above the water fountain, on the office door, etc.) The first student to figure out the message wins. You can do one each week, gradually increasing the complexity and length of the message. On the previously mentioned website you can type in messages, and it will print it in Braille.

· Explore the AFB online museum—Explore AFB's new online museum, Anne Sullivan Macy: Miracle Worker. Learn more about the influence Anne Sullivan Macy had on Helen's life. A time line is presented, along with photographs of Anne. www.lkwdpl.org/wwihohio/sull-ann.html, www.afb.org/annesullivan/asmbiography.asp
· Read other books—Helen and Teacher, by Joseph P. Lash. Search for other biographical information on websites about Helen, Louis Braille, and Anne.

· Watch a Movie—The Miracle Worker, which was based on the work Annie did with Helen Keller. You can e-mail Helen's granddaughter with any questions. www.afb.org/braillebug/askkeller.asp Also, you can e-mail teachers who are blind or visually impaired. Ask them about their work and how they do it successfully. (To connect with CareerConnect mentors be sure to first register for free as a user!)
Miller, Karen.  Monsters and Water Beasts—Creatures of Fact or Fiction?.
· The monsters and water beasts in this book are not the only ones out there! There are many others such as Bigfoot. There are also unsolved mysteries such as corn circles and Area 51. Have students research a few of these and present their research to the class. They can pattern their presentation after the organization of the book, presenting the claim, the scientific evidence, and then comparing and contrasting the two.

· Set up a debate. Select one or more creatures and assign students to each one. Students could present their case for or against their creature based strictly upon the information in the book or supported by additional research.

· Students can create their own water beast, including its first sighting, its subsequent history, and the scientific evidence supporting or denouncing it. Make sure they include a drawing.

· Weigh the evidence. Get a small balance scale. Write each piece of evidence for or against the existence of a creature on a piece of paper and attach the paper to a small weight. Add the pros to one side of the scale, and the cons to the other. How do they balance? Is there a different way to organize the facts so that the result is different?

Klise, Kate.  Regarding the Bees—A Lesson, in Letters, on Honey, Dating, and Other Sticky Subjects.
· This would be a good book to introduce or use during lessons on letter writing.

· Could be used as a way to introduce the study of bees.

· Good book for character education: deals with honesty 

· Regarding the Bees is filled with puns and could be used to introduce students to this type of figurative speech.

· Would be great for a read-a-loud during testing to bring a little humor.

Wiles, Deborah.  The Aurora County All-Stars.

· Have students read some Walt Whitman poetry, such as “Leaves of Grass” and compose their own poem.

· Discuss segregation of sports along with the segregation of society before the Civil Rights movement, and give a writing prompt such as:  How would you feel if you were not allowed to participate in your favorite activity just because of how you look?  What could you do about it to change things?

· Discuss sexism and women’s rights movements along with suffrage.
· There are many character education points in this book.  Standing up for what you believe, equality of people, caring for others, etc.  Have students create a puzzle of all the positive characteristics exhibited in the book that fits in the shape of a baseball.

· Discuss responsibility, problem-solving, and self-discipline.  Have students create a picture of a toad, with a difficulty they might face written inside along with the solution to their problem.

Going, K. L.  The Garden of Eve.
· Science:  any activities involving planting seeds

· Reading:  predict what will happen when they return from the magical town
· Journal Writing:  How would you feel if you moved next door to a cemetery?

� EMBED Word.Document.8 \s ���








_1270359562.doc
[image: image1.png]






