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We would like to thank the following people for their time and effort in selecting these books for the coming year.
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Jennifer Dempsey, Chair—Wrights Mill Road Elementary School

Ellen Donaldson—Auburn High School
Celeste Dorman—Cary Woods Elementary School
Amy Harrell—Yarbrough Elementary School
Ann Harrell—Auburn Junior High School

Hannah Holmes—Dean Road Elementary School

Pamela Kent—Drake Middle School

Janey Oakes—Auburn Early Education Center

Deana Schnuelle—Ogletree Elementary School

Nancy Veale—Auburn High School
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Heather Mays, Chair—Teacher Resource Center

Mary W. Foy—Valley Intermediate School

Tami Genry—Helena Intermediate School

Amy Hogan—Oak Mountain Elementary School

Laura Kaylor—Calera Elementary School

Stephen Kearley—Elvin Hill Elementary School

Jackie Killingsworth—Creek View Elementary School

Heather Kirk—Thompson Intermediate School

Janice Lamb—Inverness Elementary School

Steven McClendon—Vincent Elementary School
Linda W. Sears—Oak Mountain Intermediate School

Allison Shaw—Chelsea Park Elementary School
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	Patti Wilkins, Chair—Cedar Ridge Middle School
	Jamie Polk—West Decatur Elementary School

	Dawn K. Bates—Woodmeade Elementary School
	Ingrid Rebman—Julian Harris Elementary School

	May Sue Fleischauer—Leon Sheffield Magnet Elementary School
	Margaret Register—Banks-Caddell Elementary School

	Shawnta Fleming—Cedar Ridge Middle School
	Cindy Reid—Julian Harris Elementary School

	Belle Herston—Cedar Ridge Middle School
	Judy Rhodes—Frances Nungester Elementary School

	Amy Hull—Cedar Ridge Middle School (Parent)
	Bess Shannon—Cedar Ridge Elementary School

	Alyson Irons—Cedar Ridge Middle School
	Debra Shelton—Woodmeade Elementary School

	Christy Johnson—Frances Nungester Elementary School
	Tanya Spillman—Cedar Ridge Elementary School (Parent)

	Jeanne Jolley—Cedar Ridge Elementary School (Parent)
	Michael Thomas—Julian Harris Elementary School

	Deede Jones—Walter Jackson Elementary School
	Emily White—Chestnut Grove Elementary School

	Judy Joseph—Banks-Caddell Elementary School
	Kathy Winton—Cedar Ridge Elementary School

	Angie Moses—Julian Harris Elementary School
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17 Things i’m not allowed to do anymore, written by Jenny Offill, illustrated by Nancy Carpenter, unpaged, Schwartz & Wade Books:  New York, 2007, ISBN 978-0-375-93596-1, $15.99.


A young girl lists the seventeen things she is not allowed to do anymore, including not being able to make ice after freezing a fly in one of the cubes.
Bean Thirteen, written and illustrated by Matthew McElligott, unpaged, G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2007, ISBN 978-0-399-24535-0, $15.99.


Two bugs, Ralph and Flora, try to divide thirteen beans so that the unlucky thirteenth bean disappears, but they soon discover that the math is not so easy.
Jack’s Talent, written and illustrated by Maryann Cocca-Leffler, unpaged, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007, ISBN 978-0-374-33681-3, $16.00.


On the first day of school, as the children in Miss Lucinda’s class introduce themselves and name their special talent, Jack wonders if he is good at anything.
Jake Stays Awake, written and illustrated by Michael Wright, unpaged, Feiwel and Friends, 2007, ISBN 978-0-312-36797-8, $16.95.


Jake can’t sleep.  He climbs into bed with his mom and dad.  Now Jake’s parents can’t sleep. Even the dog is awake.  This family needs a good night’s rest.  Where can they sleep?
Llama Llama Mad at Mama, written and illustrated by Anna Dewdney, unpaged, Viking, 2007, ISBN 978-0-670-06240-9, $15.99.


A young llama wants to play but must go shopping with his mother instead, and so he gets angry and makes a mess at the store.
The Mine-o-Saur, written by Sudipta Bardhan-Quallen, illustrated by David Clark, unpaged, G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2007, ISBN 978-0-399-24642-5, $16.99.


The Mine-o-saur does not like to play nicely—and that doesn’t win hi many friends in the school yard.  Soon the Mine-o-saur is lonely.  But will the other dinos want to give him a chance when the Mine-o-saur is ready to give back all their stuff and apologize?
Oh, Theodore!, written by Susan Katz, illustrated by Stacey Schuett, 43 pages, Clarion Books, 2007, ISBN 978-0-618-70222-0, $16.00.


Come meet Theodore:  a plump, fuzzy guinea pig with a big appetite, a lot to say, and a personality all his own.

Stick, written and illustrated by Steve Breen, unpaged, Dial Books for Young Readers, 2007, ISBN 978-0-8037-3124-0, $16.99.


An independent young frog goes on a wild adventure when he accidentally gets carried away by a dragonfly.

Super Guinea Pig to the Rescue, written by Udo Weigelt, illustrated by Nina Spranger, unpaged, Walker and Co., 2007, ISBN 978-0-8027-9705-6, $16.95.


Little guinea pig is obsessed with his favorite TV show and its star, Super Guinea Pig.  Every day he tunes in to watch Super Guinea Pig save the world. And every day he ignores his friends—an old hound dog, a yellow canary, and a plump goldfish—to watch his hero.

Wind Flyers, written by Angela Johnson, illustrated by Loren Long, unpaged, Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2007, ISBN 978-0-689-84879-7, $16.99.


This book reveals how a boy’s love of flight takes him on a journey from the dusty dirt roads of Alabama to the war-torn skies of Europe and into the hearts of those who are only now beginning to understand the part these brave souls played in the history of America.
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Campy:  The Story of Roy Campanella, written by David A. Adler, illustrated by Gordon C. James, unpaged, Viking, 2007, ISBN 978-0-670-06041-2, $15.99.


Roy Campanella loved baseball.  A professional player since the age of fifteen, he later became the first African American catcher to integrate Major League Baseball.  Fans and players adored Campy for his good nature and cheered his multiple MVP awards as a Brooklyn Dodger.
Comets, Stars, the Moon, and Mars, space poems and paintings by Douglas Florian, 45 pages, Harcourt, Inc., 2007, ISBN 978-0-15-205372-7, $16.00.

A collections of poems about the earth, the moon, the sun, and stars.

Hair for Mama, written by Kelly A. Tinkham, illustrated by Amy June Bates, unpaged, Dial Books for Young Readers, 2007, ISBN 978-0-8037-2955-1, $16.99.


When Marcus’s mother has chemotherapy for her cancer and loses her hair, he tries to find new hair for her to make her well again.

The Longest Season, written by Cal Ripken, Jr., illustrated by Ron Mazellan, unpaged, Philomel Books, 2007, ISBN 978-0-399-24492-6, $16.99.


The longest season:  the story of the Orioles’ 1988 losing streak.

Maybelle in the Soup, written by Katie Speck, illustrated by Paul Ratz de Tágyos, 58 pages, Henry Holt and Company, 2007, ISBN 978-0-8050-8092-6, $15.95.


When Mr. and Mrs. Peabody invite guests to dinner, Maybelle, the cockroach who lives under their refrigerator, ignores the warnings of Henry the flea to be sensible and ends up “splashing” into a big adventure.

The Mutiny on the Bounty, written and illustrated by Patrick O’Brien, unpaged, Walker and Company, 2007, ISBN 978-0-8027-9587-8, $17.95.


In 1788, the Bounty sailed from England to the island of Tahiti, legendary for its charming people and natural beauty. The epic tale of the mutiny on the British ship Bounty has fascinated readers for more than 200 years.  The author has retold this true story for young readers for the first time.
Piper Reed Navy Brat, written by Kimberly Willis Holt, illustrated by Christine Davenier, 146 pages, Henry Holt and Company, 2007, ISBN 978-0-8050-8197-8, $14.95.


Piper is sad about leaving her home and friends behind when her father, a Navy aircraft mechanic, is transferred yet again, but with help from her often-annoying sisters and a surprise from their parents, she finds happiness in their new home in Pensacola, Florida.

Pssst!, written and illustrated by Adam Rex, unpaged, Harcourt, Inc., 2007, ISBN 978-0-15-205817-3, $16.00.


The animals at the zoo have some unusual requests for a little girl who goes to visit.

Rudy Rides the Rails:  A Depression Era Story, written by Dandi Daley Mackall, illustrated by Chris Ellison, unpaged, Sleeping Bear Press, 2007, ISBN 978-1-58536-286-8, $17.95.


In 1932, during the Depression in Ohio, thirteen-year-old Rudy, determined to help his family weather the hard times, hops a train going west to California and experiences the hobo life.
Wolf! Wolf!, written and illustrated by John Rocco, unpaged, Hyperion Books for Children, 2007, ISBN 1-4231-0012-3, $15.99.


The hungry old wolf has been dreaming of a feast, but all he can manage to scrounge up from his garden are a few weeds.  One day, he hears a young shepherd boy call “Wolf! Wolf!”

[image: image6]
A Song for Harlem, written by Patricia C. McKissack, 106 pages, Viking, a division of Penguin Young Readers Group, 2007, ISBN 978-0-670-06209-6, $14.99.


Words are more important to twelve-year-old Lilly Belle than just about anything.  And words—the poems Lilly Belle creates with them—are what bring her from rural Tennessee to New York City.  She spends the summer of 1928 in a special young writers workshop.
Chess Rumble, written by G. Neri, art by Jesse Joshua Watson, 64 pages, Lee & Low Books, Inc., 2007, ISBN 978-1-58430-279-7, $18.95.


Branded a troublemaker due to his anger over everything from being bullied to his sister’s death a year before, Marcus begins to control himself and cope with his problems at home and at his inner-city school when an unlikely mentor teaches him to play chess.

Cracker!  The Best Dog in Vietnam, written by Cynthia Kadohata, 312 pages, Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2007, ISBN 978-1-4169-0637-7, $16.99.


Cracker is one of the United States Army’s most valuable weapons:  a German shepherd trained to sniff out bombs, traps, and the enemy.  The fate of entire platoons rests on her keen sense of smell.  She’s a Big Deal, and she likes it that way.  Sometimes Cracker remembers when she was younger, and her previous owner would feed her hot dogs and let her sleep in his bed.  That was nice, too.

Crossover Dribble, written by P.J. Farris, 168 pages, Mayhaven Publishing, Inc., 2007, ISBN 978-193227843-9, $19.95.


Nothing in Joe’s life made him happier than playing basketball.  It was what he thought about morning, noon, and night—and basketball camp was slated for his immediate future.  Basketball camp—where he would learn from gifted coaches and the top players around.

Dragon Slippers, written by Jessica Day George, 324 pages, Bloomsbury Children’s Books, 2007, ISBN 978-1-59990-057-5, $16.95.

Orphaned after a fever epidemic, Creel befriends a dragon and unknowingly inherits an object that can either save or destroy her kingdom.
Miss Spitfire:  Reaching Helen Keller, written by Sarah Miller, 208 pages, Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2007, ISBN 978-1-4169-2542-2, $16.99.


At age twenty, partially-blind, lonely but spirited Annie Sullivan travels from Massachusetts to Alabama to try and teach six-year-old Helen Keller, deaf and blind since age two, self-discipline and communication skills.  Includes historical notes, timeline, and bibliographical references.

Monsters and Water Beasts—Creatures of Fact or Fiction?, written by Karen Miller, illustrations by Sergio Ruzzier, 88 pages, Henry Holt and Company, 2007, ISBN 978-0-8050-7902-9, $17.95.


First-hand accounts and the opinions of scientists are woven together into a fascinating web of fact and legend.  Whether you’re a skeptic or a believer, you’ll find much to ponder in the lore surrounding these monsters.
Regarding the Bees—A Lesson, in letters, on Honey, Dating, and Other Sticky Subjects, written by Kate Klise, illustrated by M. Sarah Klise, 122 pages, Harcourt, Inc., 2007, ISBN 978-0-15-205711-4, $15.00.


While corresponding with their globetrotting substitute teacher, the seventh graders at Geyser Creek Middle School nervously prepare for an important standardized test, navigate the tricky waters of first crushes, and try to bring their bee mascot to a local spelling competition.
The Aurora County All-Stars, written by Deborah Wiles, 237 pages, Harcourt, Inc., 2007, ISBN 978-0-15-206068-8, $16.00.


For most boys in a small Mississippi town, the biggest concern one hot summer is whether their annual July 4th baseball game will be cancelled due to their county’s anniversary pageant, but after the death of the old man to whom twelve-year-old star pitcher House Jackson has been secretly reading for a year, House uncovers secrets about the man and the history of baseball in Aurora County that could fix everything.
The Garden of Eve, written by K. L. Going, 232 pages, Harcourt, Inc., 2007, ISBN 978-0-15-205986-6, $17.00.


Eve gave up her belief in stories and magic after her mother’s death, but a mysterious seed given her as an eleventh-birthday gift by someone she has never met takes her and a boy who claims to be a ghost on a strange journey, to where their supposedly cursed town of Beaumont, New York, flourishes.
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