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We would like to thank the following people for their time and effort in selecting these books for the coming year.

Rachel Brockman, Chair—Paine Primary
Michelle Shelton—Paine Primary

Betsy Schmitt—Paine Primary

Melanie Glover—Paine Primary

Sabrina Wilks—Paine Primary

Donna Walker—Paine Primary

Audrey Risner—Paine Primary

Lynne Wainwright—Paine Primary

Jeanette Cerisano—Paine Primary

Michelle Miskelley—Paine Primary

Tina Fortenberry—Paine Primary

Carol Ann Szmajda—Paine Primary

Stacey Shaddix—Paine Primary
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Vicky Nix Cook, Chair—Library Media Supervisor
Ronda Campbell—Vaughn Elementary
Alison Dewitt—Elberta Elementary

Linda Hankins—Elsanor Elementary

Trachy Miller—Perdido Elementary

Melissa Murphy—Pine Grove Elementary

Wanda Gail Richerson—Bay Minette Intermediate

Carol Reiben—Bay Minette Elementary

Gloria Salsamendi—Fairhope Intermediate

Elizabeth Tindell—Daphne Elementary

Malynda Sealy—Fairhope Elementary

Linda Noble—Elementary Reading Supervisor
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Jane Smith, Chair—Supervisor, Tuscaloosa County Media Specialists
Katherine Krause—Cottondale Elementary

Blanche Gunter—Myrtlewood Elementary

Holly Shepherd—Faucett-Vestavia Elementary

Cristal Avent—Northport Elementary
LeeAnna Mills—Northside Middle
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A Visitor for Bear, written by Bonny Becker, illustrated by Kady MacDonald Denton, unpaged, 


Candlewick Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 2008, ISBN: 978-0-7636-2807-9, $16.99.

Bear wants to eat his breakfast in peace, but a visiting mouse keeps popping up in strange places which causes some very humorous situations.
Fanny, written by Holly Hobbie, unpaged, Little, Brown and Company, New York, 2008, 
ISBN: 978-0-316-16687-4, $16.99.


Fanny wanted a particular celebrity doll for many years, but she never got it so she decided to make one herself.
I’m Really Not Tired, written by Lori Sunshine, illustrated by Jeffrey Ebbeler, unpaged, Flashlight Press, New 



York, 2008, ISBN: 978-0-9799746-1-8, $16.95.

Sam thinks his parents have a lot of fun after he goes to sleep so he and Petey Bear, his stuffed animal, sneak out of bed to see what really happens in the house at night.

Kitchen Dance, written and illustrated by Maurie J. Manning, unpaged, Clarion Books, New York, 2008.



ISBN: 978-0-618-99110-5, $16.00.


A little girl hears strange musical sounds and laughter coming from downstairs at night so she and her little brother sneak out of bed to see what is happening in the kitchen.

Mary Had a Little Lamp, written by Jack Lechner, illustrated by Bob Staake, unpaged, Bloomsbury Children’s



Books, New York, 2008, ISBN: 978-1-59990-169-5, $15.95.

Mary takes her lamp everywhere she goes and it has her parents worried and they are not sure what to do.
One is a Feast for a Mouse: A Thanksgiving Tale, written by Judy Cox, illustrated Jeffrey Ebbeler, unpaged, 



Holiday House, 2008, ISBN: 978-0-8234-1977-7, $16.95.

A mouse spies a green pea after the family has enjoyed their Thanksgiving feast.  Then he decides he wants more but has trouble getting it back to his table.
Our Library, written by Eve Bunting, illustrated by Maggie Smith, 32 pages, Clarion Books, New York, 2008.


ISBN: 978-0-618-49458-3, $16.00.


Raccoon and his friends spring into action when they hear that the library is closing forever.  They devise plans to help save the library and help animals learn to read.
Priscilla and the Great Santa Search, written by Nathaniel Hobbie, illustrated by Jocelyn Hobbie, unpaged, Little,



Brown and Company, New York, 2008, ISBN: 978-0-316-11331-1, $16.99.

After Priscilla and her best friend find several fake Santas at the mall, they set out to find the real Santa at the north pole.

Two Bobbies, written by Kirby Larson and Mary Nethery, illustrated by Jean Cassels, unpaged, Walker & 



Company, New York, 2008, ISBN: 978-0-8027-9754-4, $16.99.

This is a true story about a dog and a cat who stay together in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina hit the city.
Wolfsnail: A Backyard Predator, written by Sarah C. Campbell, photos by Sarah c. Campbell and Richard P.



Campbell, 32 pages, Boyds Mill Press, Honesdale, Pennsylvania, 2008.



ISBN: 978-1-59078-554-6, $16.95.


A day in the life story of a meat eating snail called the wolfsnail.
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Art from Her Heart: Folk Artist Clementine Hunter, written by Kathy Whitehead, illustrated by Shane W. Evans,


unpaged, G.P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, 2008, ISBN: 978-0-399-24219-9, $16.99.

This story talks about how Clementine Hunter became a famous artist even though, at first, she was not allowed to view her work in art galleries.
Buffalo Music, written by Tracey E. Fern, illustrated by Lauren Castillo, 32 pages, Clarion Books, New York, 


2008, ISBN:  978-0-618-72341-6, $16.00.


After hunters kill off the buffalo around her Texas ranch, a woman begins raising orphan buffalo calves and eventually ships four members of her small herd to Yellowstone National Park, where they form the beginnings of newly thriving buffalo herds.
For the Love of Autumn, written and illustrated by Patricia Polacco, unpaged, Philomel Books, New York, 2008,


ISBN: 978-0-399-24541-1, $16.99.


Miss Parks loves her cat, Autumn, who runs away during a terrible storm.  After Autumn comes back home, Miss Parks and her students solve the mystery of where Autumn has been.

Mercy Watson Thinks Like a Pig, written by Kate DiCamillo, illustrated by Chris Van Dusen, 70 pages, 

Candlewick Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 2008, ISBN: 978-0-7636-3265-6, $12.99.


After Mercy Watson follows the delightful scent and delicious taste of the pansies her thoughtful neighbors plant to beautify their yard, Animal Control Officer Francine Poulet is called out to handle the case, which brings unexpected results.
The Moon Over Star, written by Dianna Hutts Aston, illustrated by Jerry Pinkney, unpaged, Dial Books for 

Young Readers, New York, 2008, ISBN: 978-0-8037-3107-3, $17.99.


On her family’s farm in the town of Star, eight-year-old Mae eagerly follows the progress of the 1969 Apollo 11 flight and moon landing and dreams that she might one day be an astronaut, too.

Please Don’t Wake the Animals, written by Mary Batten, illustrated by Higgins Bond, unpaged, Peachtree


Publishers, Atlanta, 2008, ISBN: 978-1-56145-393-1, $16.95.


Young readers are introduced to animal sleeping habits using a variety of examples providing glimpses into unusual ways animals sleep.
Puppy Power, written by Judy Cox, illustrated by Steve Bjorkman, 91pages, Holiday House, New York, 2008, 


ISBN: 978-0-8234-2073-5, $15.95.


Boisterous third-grader Fran has trouble controlling herself, but learning how to train her gigantic Newfoundland puppy helps her gain enough self-control to win the part of princess in the class play.

The Queen of Style, written by Caralyn Buehner, illustrated by Mark Beuhner, unpaged, Dial Books for Young

Readers, New York, 2008, ISBN: 978-0-8037-2878-3, $16.99.


When a bored queen decides to take a beauty school correspondence course, she begins monopolizing the time of her village’s farmers with practice sessions in hairdressing and nail care.

The Wolves Are Back, written by Jean Craighead George, illustrated by Wendell Minor, Dutton Children’s Books, 


New York, 2008, ISBN: 978-0-525-47947-5, $16.99.


When wolves were killed off in Yellowstone National Park many animals and plants suffered.  This book tells of what happened with wolves were reintroduced back into the park. 

You Can’t Do That, Amelia! written by Kimberly Wagner Klier, illustrated by Kathleen Kemly, unpaged, Calkins


Creek, Honesdale, Pennsylvania, 2008, ISBN: 978-1-59078-467-9, $16.95.


A young Amelia Earhart defies stereotypical behavior for a girl and takes chances to fulfill her dreams.
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42 Miles, written by Tracie Vaughn Zimmer, illustrated by Elaine Clayton, 73 pages, Clarion Books, New York, 

2008, ISBN: 978-0-618-61867-5, $16.00.


As her thirteenth birthday approaches, JoEllen decides to bring together her two separate lives—one as Joey, who enjoys weekends with her father and other relatives on a farm, and another as Ellen, who lives with her mother in a Cincinnati apartment near her school and friends.
The Dragon in the Sock Drawer, written by Kate Klimo, illustrated by John Shroades, Random House, 159 pages, 
New York, 2008, ISBN: 978-0-375-85587-0, $14.99.


Cousins Jesse and Daisy always knew they would have a magical adventure, but they are not prepared when the “thunder egg” Jesse has found turns out to be a dragon egg that is about to hatch.

The Groundbreaking, Chance-Taking Life of George Washington Carver and the Science & Invention in 


America, written and illustrated by Cheryl Harness, 142 pages, National Geographic, Washington, D.C., 

2008, ISBN: 978-1-4263-0196-4, $16.95.


A breathtaking look into the life and times of George Washington Carver who faced fears and challenges in order to become a world renown scientist.

Honda: The Boy Who Dreamed of Cars, written by Mark Weston, illustrated by Katie Yamasaki, unpaged, Lee & 


Low Books Inc., New York, 2008, ISBN: 978-1-60060-246-7, $17.95.

A biography of Japanese businessman Soichiro Honda, founder of the Honda Motor Company, focusing on his early influences and later career as an innovative inventor and manufacturer of motorcycles and cars.

Howard Thurman’s Great Hope, written by Kai Jackson Issa, illustrated by Arthur L. Dawson, unpaged, Lee & 


Low Books Inc., New York, 2008, ISBN: 978-1-60060-249-8, $17.95.

A biography of Reverend Howard Thurman, who overcame adversity in his youth to pursue his dream of education and ultimately become a renowned African American theologian and civil rights leader.

It’s Only Temporary, written and illustrated by Sally Warner, 182 pages, Viking, New York, 2008, 

ISBN: 978-0-670-06111-2, $15.99.


When Skye’s older brother comes home after a devastating accident, she moves from Albuquerque, New Mexico, to California to live with her grandmother and attend middle school, where she somewhat reluctantly makes new friends, learns to stand up for herself and those she cares about, and begins to craft a new relationship with her changed brother.
My One Hundred Adventures, written by Polly Horvath, 260 pages, Schwartz & Wade Books, New York, 2008,

ISBN: 978-0-375-84582-6, $16.99.


Twelve-year-old Jane, who lives at the beach in a run-down old house with her mother, two brothers, and sister, has an eventful summer accompanying her pastor on bible deliveries, meeting former boyfriends of her mother’s, and being coerced into babysitting for a family of ill-mannered children, all the while learning valuable lessons about life.

Skylar, written by Mary Cuffe-Perez, illustrated by Renata Liwska, 138 pages, Philomel Books, New York, 2008, 

ISBN: 978-0-399-24543-5, $14.99.


Skylar, who claims he was once wild, leads four pond geese in their first attempt at migration when an injured heron asks their help in reaching Lost Pond, where the annual Before the Migration Convention is about to be held.

Space, written by Roger Reid, 157 pages, Junebug Books, Montgomery, Alabama, 2008, 


ISBN: 978-1-58838-230-6, $19.95.


Fourteen-year-old Jason accompanies his father to the annual reunion of long-time science colleagues at the Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville, Alabama, and finds himself involved in a dangerous and complicated mystery.

The Youngest Templar: Keeper of the Grail, Book 1, written by Michael P. Spradlin, 248 pages, G. P. Putnam’s


Sons, New York, 2008, ISBN: 978-0-399-24763-7, $17.99.


In 1191, fifteen-year-old Tristan, a youth of unknown origins raised in an English abbey, becomes a Templar Knight’s squire during the Third Crusade and soon finds himself on a mission to bring the Holy Grail to safety.
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