Picturing America in Our Nation’s Libraries
An initiative from the National Endowment for the Humanities, Picturing America in Our Nation’s Libraries, provides an opportunity for fabulous American art to be shared with everyone across our nation.  School libraries, public libraries and other organizations had the opportunity to apply for the series of forty reproductions and a well documented teaching guide for the art.   This series is meant to take wonderful art and teach not only about the art, but the rich history of our young nation through the eyes of these amazing artists. PicturingAmerica@wnet.org
 
The American Library Association, the Institute for Museum and Library Services, the National Endowment for the Humanities and THIRTEEN/WNET hosted the exemplary conference with complimentary accommodations and travel in New York City to seventy librarians from across the country for this unique and important opportunity.  I was invited to apply  and then awarded the honor to participate in a very special conference that will help enhance and expand the Picturing America resources in our school libraries and classrooms across the state of Alabama.
On Thursday, March 4, 2010, in collaboration with the American Library Association, THIRTEEN/WNET, the flagship public television station in New York City, Picturing America in Our Nation's Libraries, a one-day conference for public and school librarians who have received the Picturing America collection was held at the Hilton New York.  It premiered Picturing America on Screen, a series of short public television programs produced by THIRTEEN that feature the works of art in the Picturing America collection along with ideas for using them in innovative library programming. 

 

Katherine Paterson, two-time winner of the Newbery Medal and the National Book Award for Young People's Literature and the Library of Congress' newly designated Ambassador for Young People's Literature, was the keynote speaker at the conference. 

In addition to being selected for Picturing America in Our Nation's Libraries, attendees were  invited to attend at no charge THIRTEEN's fifth annual Celebration of Teaching and Learning on Friday-Saturday, March 5th and 6th, immediately following Picturing America in Our Nation's Libraries. This national preK-12 professional development event brought over 8000 teachers, librarians, media experts, informal educators, and policy makers to New York City for a two-day conference devoted to best practices, education philosophy, and trends in media literacy. Plenary session speakers at this year's Celebration included Education Secretary Arne Duncan, Her Majesty Queen Noor, Lisa Henson, President of the Jim Henson Company, Bobby McFerrin, and Oscar-nominated actress Queen Latifah.  There was also a town hall meeting hosted by MEET THE PRESS moderator David Gregory.

 

Workshops are being planned now to provide you with background and planning called Picturing America Across the Curriculum.  Look for one at the MEGA conference held in Mobile the week of July 19-23 and in the SARIC Summer In-service program. 
As a recently selected and trained educator by the director of the NEH and the director of educational development of WNET that produced the series, you will learn the original intention of NEH usage. Art of Perception using the Picturing America images, brainstorming session, and information on DVD’s being developed on the series for public use.  If you have any questions please contact me at vcook@bcbe.org, vanc75@aol.com or 251-972-8550 to answers questions or set up an in-service for this collection.
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